
Farmer-driven Organic Resource Management 
to build Soil fertility (ORM4Soil)
Research objectives
Improving soil fertility by increasing adoption and 
scaling up of soil fertility management (SFM) tech-
niques through:
� Identifying the reasons for poor adoption of SFM 

practices and understanding the socio-cultural 
context,

� assessing the effects of new organic resource 
management techniques designed by farmers 
and researchers,

� designing the communication with and amongst 
farmers, and evaluating the socio-economic set-
tings for the adoption of SFM, 

� recommendations to extension services, farmer 
organizations, and private sector actors, for a 
better adoption of SFM practices, and 

� to community representatives, policy makers and 
donors to adapt regulations and communication 
strategies.

Project organisation and team

Expected scientific contributions
� New methods for participatory on-farm and com-

munity related research. 
� New comprehensive ways of interdisciplinary 

cooperation.
� Peer reviewed publications.
� Insights on the interplay of agronomy, social con-

text and communication on soil fertility.
� Cross country exchange of knowledge and expe-

riences.

Two selected project areas per country

Development relevance
� Enhanced adoption of SFM improves yields and 

food security.
� Collaboration with community, extension servic-

es, radio stations and mass media on targeted 
radio programs based on research results.

� Adaptation of regulations impeding soil fertility 
management. 

� Information to the donor community to adapt 
their approach.w
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Forschungsinstitut für biologischen Landbau
Institut de recherche de l’agriculture biologique      
Research Institute of Organic Agriculture
Istituto di ricerche dell’agricoltura biologica
Instituto de investigaciones para la agricultura orgánica 

E X C E L L E N C E  F O R  S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y

Overall Coordination

Dr. Andreas Fliessbach (FiBL)
Fernando Sousa

National Coordination, 
Mali 
Dr. Odiaba Samake
(IER)

Partner Instituitions
IER, IPR/IFRA

National Coordination,  
Zambia
Dr. Benson H.Chishala
(UNZA)

Partner Institutions
UNZA, KATC

National Coordination 
Ghana 
Dr. Godfred K. Ofosu-
Budu (UG)

Partner Institutions
UG, BNARI

National Coordination, 
Kenya
Dr. Anne W. Muriuki
(KALRO)

Partner Institutions
KALRO, EMBU, UoN

FiBL, Research Institute of Organic Agriculture; ZHAW: Zurich University of Applied Sciences; IER, Institut d’Economie Rurale; 
IPR/IFRA, Institut Polytechnique Rural de Formation et de Recherche Appliquée; UG, University of Ghana; BNARI, Biotechno-
logy and Nuclear Agriculture Research Institute; UoN, University of Nairobi; KALRO, Kenya Agricultural & Livestock Research 
Organization; EMBU, Embu University College; KATC, Kasisi Agriculture Training Centre; UNZA, University of Zambia

Steering Committee
Project and National 
coordinators, 
Themeleaders (ZHAW, FiBL)

External Advisory  Board
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Zambia:
› Kasama: 

humid subtropical, acid soils
cassava, maize, mixed crops

› Chipata: 
tropical wet and dry
maize, mixed crops, livestock

Mali:
› Maféya: 

arid, sudanian
mixed crops, livestock (irrigated rice)

› Zoumana Diassa: 
sub-humid sudanoguinean
mixed crops, cotton

Ghana:
› Kade: 

humid, semi deciduous forest 
mixed permanent – annual crops

› Sege: 
arid coastal savannah
mixed crops, livestock

Kenya:
› Chuka: 

sub-humid bimodal,
mixed crops 

› Thika: 
semi-humid bimodal, 
mixed crops


